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BOARD AND COMMITTEE REDUCTION � PREMIER�S COMMITMENT 

584. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier�s media release on Monday, 1 June, titled �Government to act on 1,276 boards and 
committees which cost almost $21 million�, and also to the Premier�s speech to the Committee for Economic 
Development of Australia on 3 March 2009 in which he said � 

So far we�re over 1,000 � over 1,000 boards and committees advising government� But I just ask 
you: Over 1,000? Eighty per cent of them are paid positions. 

Yesterday the Premier announced that there are exactly 1 276 boards and committees, 518 of which comprise 
paid members, which is less than 50 per cent. Given the discrepancy in the number of boards and committees 
and the percentage of them with members who are paid � 

(1) Can the Premier now advise whether this is now the definitive number of boards and committees and 
how he came up with that figure? 

(2) Will the Premier now table the final list of boards and committees? 

(3) Why did the Premier advise the CEDA conference that 80 per cent of the boards and committees were 
paid when he did not know that to be the case and, based on his most recent figures, in fact less than 
50 per cent are paid? 

(4) Will the government form a new board or committee to systematically assess those boards and 
committees that should now be abolished? 

(5) If it will not, how will the process of board and committee reduction proceed? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1)-(5) The figure referred to in the press release of 1 June 2009 and in the estimates committee hearing on 
28 May was 1 276 boards and committees. This figure was arrived at following an exhaustive process 
to determine the number. The break-up of that number across ministerial portfolios was given in the 
press release. The figure referred to in March 2009 was an indicative figure of what was known at the 
time. As indicated in the press release, the government will work through departments and agencies to 
address the unnecessary number of boards and committees with a view to reducing them to half this 
number. 

 


